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a geographical description of Egypt and the Nile, he notes
that the river is the normal means of communication between
Cairo and Alexandria.1 Unfortunately, he does not give
any account of the latter city; but he pays Damietta a visit
as it happens to be near the land route which he has resolved
to follow back to Ghazza. The harbour of Damietta,
like those of Jaffa, 'Akka and Sur, has been blocked by
huge boulders so as to render its water unnavigable for
Christian fleets intending to attack Egypt and Syria at
those points. Giacomo writes a special chapter2 on
Islam and the manners and customs of the Muhammadans.
This includes some interesting remarks. Although he
describes Islam as an 'abominable* faith,3 he appears
to have adopted a less severe attitude towards Muslims.
These, he asserts, have departed from the primitive tenets
of their religion and are now well disposed towards Chris-
tianity. Moreover, the disgraceful conduct of the Sultan
and his amirs (admiratt), who indulge in unnatural vice,4
has turned the sympathy of the people from the rule of
Islam to Christianity. The author's motives in these
statements are clear enough; for, by depreciating the
enemy and exposing his weakness, he may persuade
Christians to inaugurate a new 'passagium' for the recovery
of the Holy Land. Curiously, in subsequent chapters,
Giacomo unwittingly contradicts his own argument by
accounts of incidents in the course of his travels. On his
return to Jerusalem,5 he was forced to leave within three
days of his arrival owing to a rising wave of fanaticism
among the Muslim inhabitants and he took the road to
Nazareth,6 but again met with hostility towards Christians.
He then left for Damascus by a little frequented road to
1 ib., 241; 'per quern fluvium (Nilum) omnia de Alexandria ad Kayrum in
navibus portantur'.
2 ib., 259-64.
8 ib., 264; 'lege et gestis Mahomet, qui sunt abhominabilia apud Deum et
apud homines'.
4 ib. Referring to these misdeeds, he says, 'quarn tamen aliqui
Saraceni detestantur et de tali lege trufantur, ut ego audivi a pluribus; et si
contingent passagium fieri, multi ad Cristi fidem converterentur et illas
horrendas leges pocius abbominabiles penitus derelinquerent*.
6 ib., 251-9.                                 6 ib., 264-86.